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 City Hall Notes 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

When is a Building Permit Needed? 
The City of Milaca Building Department would like to remind residents that building permits need to 
be completed for the following: 

You do not need a permit for Carpeting, Painting, New Flooring, or Cabinetry. 
There are times when remodel projects have started, and no permit was pulled. For example, if the 
city discovers no permit was pulled and if insulation is covered up by sheetrock, you will need to 
remove portions of sheetrock so inspector can view the insulation. Also, if you were to sell your 
house, realtors, insurance companies, or potential buyers may ask when the permit was pulled for 
improvements to the house, such as a roof replacement. 
We strongly encourage residents to call Deloris at City Hall at (320)983-3141 or Tad Winterfield, 
Building Inspector, at (763)482-0446 (email tad@midmninspections.com) to see if a building permit 
is needed for a project. When in doubt, give them a call! 
All Milaca residents are strongly encouraged to use only licensed contractors when considering any 
remodeling or new addition projects to their home or existing structures. To verify that a contractor 
is licensed, you may access the Department of Labor & Industry website by clicking on this link:  
https://www.dli.mn.gov/license-and-registration-lookup 

Applications for Building Permits 
Building permit applications and instructions can 
be found on our website at 
cityofmilaca.org/building-permits-and-inspections. 
Please allow 10–14 days for some permits to be 
reviewed by our building inspector. Typically, 
reroof, residing, fences, and window/door 
replacements can be approved in 1-2 days. Be 
sure to check out the brochures/information as 
well! 

• Re-Roof
• Re-Siding
• Decks
• Window/Door Replacement
• Additions/Alterations/Remodel
• New House/Garage
• Fence

• Solar Panels
• Plumbing/Mechanical (Water Heaters,

Water Softeners, Air Conditioners,
Furnaces, etc)

• Signs
• Demolition of House or Garage
• Drain Tile & Sump Pump
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UTILITY BILLING UPDATES 
Auto Pay Sign-Up 
No more late fees and no more credit card surcharge fees. Find 
the form at our website https://www.cityofmilaca.org/water-
utilities or come into City Hall. 
Utility Bill Email 
If you would like to start receiving your water/sewer utility bill via 
email, please sign up via the link at 
https://www.cityofmilaca.org/water-utilities.  Emailed bills will be 
received prior to the end of the month. Remember that only 
property owners receive utility bills. 
2024 Water Quality Report 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sets safe drinking 
water standards. These standards limit the amounts of specific 
contaminants allowed in drinking water. The City of Milaca 
works with the Minnesota Department of Health to test drinking 
water for more than 100 contaminants. The report is available at 
https://www.cityofmilaca.org/water-quality-report. 

POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

The school year is winding down! If your kids are old enough to stay home alone, it's important to 
ensure they have all the necessary information in case of an emergency. The National Child Safety 
Council offers a handy form you can fill out to give your kids easy access to crucial details. To 
download, click on this link: Emergency Info 

Liquor Store Notes 
Vicki Jeys, Manager — 
(320) 983-6255

Discount Days 

Military Monday: 7% Off  
Tuesday Discount Day: Shake Your Discount! 
Senior Wednesday: 7% Off 
Toking Thursday: 20% Off All THC Items 

*Note: Discount Days may be suspended at any time.

Page 3

https://www.cityofmilaca.org/water-utilities
https://www.cityofmilaca.org/water-utilities
https://www.cityofmilaca.org/water-utilities
https://www.cityofmilaca.org/water-quality-report
https://nationalchildsafetycouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/052w.pdf


Reflections — April | May | June 2025 

 

Parks & Public Works Notes 
STREETS 

Street Sweeping 
Once weather conditions allow, Public Works crews will begin sweeping city streets to ensure 
cleanliness, maintain clear storm sewer systems by removing sediment, leaves, and other debris, 
and safeguard our rivers and wetlands. Please note that city ordinance prohibits disposing of leaves, 
grass clippings, and other debris onto the streets. 
Spring Hydrant Flushing 
The City's fire hydrants are flushed annually in April and May to clear sediment and confirm hydrants 
are in good working condition. As a result of the flushing, you may notice some temporary 
discoloration of your water, which is normal and safe. If you experience discoloration, you can clear 
your water system by running cold water until you see the water run clear. Avoid washing clothes 
while hydrant flushing is happening in your area, as discolored water may stain. 

PARKS 

Trails 
The Milaca Trails are open! While the majority are passable, please be aware 
that there may still be some soggy spots. Keep an eye on the Milaca Trails 
Initiative Facebook page for trail conditions.  
Rec Park 
The nets are up at all six pickleball courts, which are available on a first-come, first-served basis. The 
campsites will open on May 1, 2025. Reservations can be made at cityofmilaca.org/reservations. The 
Splash Pad is scheduled to open Friday, May 23, 2025. 

Deputy Registrar Notes 
Amy Cain, Deputy Registrar — (320) 983-3143 
The Deputy Registrar is open to the public 
Monday through Thursday 7:30 am – 4:30 pm, 
and 7:30 am – 12:00 pm on Fridays. REAL ID 
and Enhanced Driver’s License transactions will 
not be processed if requested within an hour of 
closing. 

We appreciate all of our customers, so thank 
you for trusting us to serve you! Have a 
wonderful spring coming up!  

Are you REAL ID ready? Federal enforcement 
begins May 7, 2025! 
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Fire Department Notes 
Chris Ehlen & Jesse Gerads, Fire Chiefs — (320) 983-3465 

Campfire Safety 
Only you can prevent wildfires. 

Whether you're in a state forest or in your 
backyard, campfires should be constructed and 
maintained with safety in mind. Use a 
designated fire ring or build a campfire in an 
area cleared of combustible materials 5 feet in 
all directions around the fire. Campfires must be 
3 feet or less in diameter and not more than 3 
feet in height. 
Building and Putting Out a Campfire 
• Think before you strike. Check the burning

restrictions for your area before lighting a
campfire. 

• Select a level spot a safe distance away from
trees, low overhead branches, shrubs, dry
grass, or logs to prevent the fire from
escaping, and clear all combustibles within 5
feet.

• Have a shovel and water available at the
campfire site for extinguishing campfires.

• Supervise the fire at all times. Even a light
breeze could cause the fire to spread.

• Extinguish the campfire with water using the
"drown and stir" method. 

If You Cause It, You Pay For It! 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/index.html 
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Milaca Chamber of Commerce Notes 
milacachamber.com — (320) 983-3140 

SUPPORTING MILACA, PEASE, BOCK, AND FORESTON 
Follow the Milaca Area Chamber of Commerce on social media to stay up-to-date on their activities. 
Their Facebook page can be found at facebook.com/MilacaAreaChamberOfCommerce and their 
Instagram page at instagram.com/milacaareachamberofcommerce/. The latest Chamber event 
information can also be found on their website at milacachamber.com/events. If you would like to 
host one of their events for the year and showcase your business, please contact the Chamber to 
learn more about this excellent promotional opportunity. Volunteers are welcome to get in touch with 
them to support and promote their community events. 

*Please remember this schedule is subject to change or cancellation.
May 10, 2025 

City-Wide Garage Sale 7 am – 4 pm 
May 15, 2025 

City Council Meeting 6 pm* 
May 26, 2025 

City Offices Closed – Memorial Day 
June 6, 2025 

3rd Lair Demo & Project 37 Music Showcase 
@ Rec Park 4 – 10 pm 

June 18, 2025 
City Council Meeting 6 pm* 

June 19, 2025 
City Offices Closed – Juneteenth 

June 23, 2025 
Kiddie Parade 5 pm 

June 24, 2025 
Rhythm on the Rum Parade 5:30 pm 

June 26, 2025 
Music in the Park – Dred I Dread 6:30 pm 

July 4, 2025 
City Offices Closed – Independence Day 

July 10, 2025 
Music in the Park – Walker Brothers 6:30 pm 

July 17, 2025 
Music in the Park – Katia Cardenas 6:30 pm 

*All Open City Council Meetings are live
streamed on our Facebook page. 

 
 

Need to let your out-of-town 
friends & family know what’s 

going on in Milaca? 

DiscoverMilaca.com has all the 
info on local events, dining, 

drinking, and shopping! 
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ADMINISTRATION  (320)983-3141  
City Manager Tammy Pfaff  tpfaff@milacacity.com 
City Treasurer Elizabeth Nealley treasurer@milacacity.com 
Assistant City Clerk / Accounts Payable 

Deloris Katke dkatke@milacacity.com 
Administrative Communications Specialist 

Mary Mickelson mmickelson@milacacity.com 
Utility Billing / Front Desk Clerk 

Mary Beth Niedzielski mniedzielski@milacacity.com 

DEPUTY REGISTRAR  (320)983-3143  
Motor Vehicle Supervisor Amy Cain  depreg@milacacity.com 
Audra Wiener 
Julie David 
Myla Tolmie 

MILACA OFF SALE  (320)983-6255 
Manager Vicki Jeys liquor@frontiernet.net 

POLICE DEPARTMENT  (320)983-6166 
Chief Quinn Rasmussen qrasmussen@milacacity.com 
Officer Jeff Shaw  jshaw@milacacity.com 
Officer Jake Isaacson  jisaacson@milacacity.com 
Officer Henry Harris  hharris@milacacity.com 
Officer Andrew Sammis asammis@milacacity.com 
Officer Michael Barros mbarros@milacacity.com 
Office Administration Holly Runyon-Martinson

hmartinson@milacacity.com 

PUBLIC WORKS & PARKS  (320)983-6547 
Public Works Supervisor Gary Kirkeby  

gkirkeby@milacacity.com 
John Oldenburg 
Warne Johnson  
Troy Roelofs 
Zach Pelarski 

CITY COUNCIL DIRECTORY 
Mayor Dave Dillan  (320) 761-1301
Councilmember Norris Johnson  (320) 983-6837
Councilmember Lindsee Larsen  (763) 234-6934
Councilmember Ken Muller  (320) 630-5064
Councilmember Tim Poorker (320) 309-6483

Reflections is produced every 
three months. 

If you would like to be added to 
the distribution list for a pdf 
version of Reflections, email 
mmickelson@milacacity.com 
with your request. 

You may also go to our website 
to view the newsletter: 

www.cityofmilaca.org/ 
newsletter 

Next issue will be available in 
July 2025. 

CITY OF MILACA 
255 1ST ST E 

MILACA MN 56353 

(320) 983-3141
(320) 983-3142 FAX

cityofmilaca.org 
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